the X-Change guide
to voting reform

So how does our voting
system work at the
moment?

Different countries have different voting
systems which help us decide who governs
and represents us. Confusingly ours is
called First-Past-The-Post but it doesn’t
mean the first candidate to get a certain
number of votes wins. It seems simple, but
causes lots of problems.

So what’s wrong with it?

It's not modern!
It's not Democratic!
First-Past-The-Post, apart
from sounding rather odd,
grew out of old class politics
in the last millennium.
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It puts voters off, or
encourages them to cast
‘negative votes’, voting
against the candidate they
dislike the least, rather than
the one they like the most.

Because the number of
votes doesn’t lead directly to
the number of seats a party
gets in Parliament, Labour
won 35.2% of the votes in
the 2005 General Election,
but got 55.1% of the seats!
Given that only 61% of the
country actually voted that
means that only 1 in 5
people registered to vote
actually got the Government
they wanted!
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It isn’t fair to voters!

Imagine a constituency
where support for the three
main parties is roughly the
same. Say the conservative
party has just 1% more
votes than the other parties.
Because they don’'t need to
get more than half of the
votes, they win the seat but
65% of the people in the
constituency didn't vote for
them! Effectively, their votes
are wasted, and they
needn’'t have bothered
wasting time going to vote.

It's rubbish!
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There’s no voter choice!

You don't get a great deal of
choice. You have one vote
to use, and if you're in an
areathat traditionally elects
MPs from a party you don’t
agree with, your vote may
well not count.

Similarly, you might think
one of your local candidates
would be an excellent MP,
but don’t think his or her
party would be good to
govern the country!

Turn over to see how we can
make things better
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Vote. How is it more democratic?

« It puts power in the hands of the voters.

» It keeps MPs linked to the people who voted for them. Most voter n identify
an MP that they personally helped to elect and can feel affinity with. Such a
personal link also increases accountability.

« It makes parliament reflect the views of the voters.

« Only a party or coalition of parties, voted for by more than half of the electorate
could form a government. Any changes would have to be backed by a majority
since public opinion is reflected fairly in elections under STV. This is far more
important than the idea that a government should be formed by only one
political party.

» Voters get to express their opinions
effectively. They can choose between
candidates within parties,
demonstrating support for different

1 En, wings of the party.

T EC £a « Voters can also express preferences

Hop Cy between the abilities or other

i ~Jin, attributes, of individual candidates.
o Cue ~< L « It's easy to use!

., g TGy - There’s no need for tactical voting .
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Yau, . It produces governments that are
Mo 4 strong and stable because they are
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